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Uncertainty looms over annual
pharmacy examination

JahnaviT. R.
BENGALURU

It has been a little over
three months now since
the classes for first year Di-
ploma in Pharmacy (D.
Pharma) students were
completed, and students
were given study holidays
for their annual examina-
tions. For reasons not com-
pletely clear, the examina-
tions, which were
supposed to take place by
the end of October or the
beginning of November,
have been postponed mul-
tiple times now, leaving the
students worried.
D.Pharma is a two-year
course which provides stu-
dents the required qualifi-
cation for practicing the
profession of pharmacy,
under the Pharmacy Act,
1948. In Karnataka, the ex-
ams are conducted by Kar-
nataka State Pharmacy
Council (KSPC), a statutory
body constituted under

the Act. “Technically, the
syllabus for the first year of
the course is supposed to
be completed in eight to
nine months and then the
exams should be over with-
in a year. However, for us,
it has been well over one
year now since classes be-
gan and there is still no
confirmation about exams.
They have said that it will
take place in January, but
even that is a tentative ti-
metable,” said a student
from Vivekananda College
of Pharmacy in
Rajajinagar.

Students worried

The students of the course
are concerned that this un-
certainty could also alter
their plans for the future.
“If the exams keep getting
postponed, then it will take
me around three years to
finish the course and that
was not the timeline I had
in mind when I took it up. 1
have heard that the exam,

which is now tentatively
scheduled for January 2,
will also be postponed,”
said a student from
Acharya and BM Reddy
College of Pharmacy in So-
ladevanahalli. He added,
“We have tried to contact
the KSPC multiple times,
but they have not respond-
ed. Of late, the calls are not
even connecting. We do
not know whom to
approach.”

When The Hindu con-
tacted officials from KSPC,
they mentioned that finan-
cial constraints and admi-
nistrative hurdles had de-
layed the examinations.
“We did not have the bud-
get to conduct the exams
all this while. The transfer
of the previous member se-
cretary was also one of the
reasons. Now, a new mem-
ber secretary has taken
charge, and the exams will
surely take place in Janu-
ary,” said an official, who
did not want to be named.



11,745 Were

Up For Grabs
In 2023-24

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka had
the highest number of MBBS
seats in the country in 2023-
24, In fact, the state had the
same distinction even 11
vears ago in 2013-14, However,
Karnataka's distinction as a
pre-eminent medical hub
drawing students from
across the country may be un-
der threat given the stupen-
dous increase in the number
of MBBS seats innorth Indi-
an states.

According to data from
the health and family wel-
fare ministry, 11,745 MBBS
seats were up for grabs in
2023-24, an increase from
6,755 in 2013-14. Tamil Nadu
with6,215seatsin 2013-14and
11,650 in 2023-24 was close a
second to Karnataka.

However, Tamil Nadu
had the highest number of
medical colleges in 2023-24
at 74 and is the second high-
est in 2013-14 at 45. Karnata-
ka, which had the highest
number (46) of medical col-
leges in the country in 2013-
14, was second (70 colleges)
11 years later.

Though south Indian
states account for more than

K'taka’s MBBS seats highest,
medical colleges 2nd in India

CHANGING TREND
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a third of the seats in the
country at 39.4%, their
northern counterparts are
seeing phenomenal growth.
Uttar Pradesh, for instance,
which had about 200 seats in
2013-14, now has 9,903, and
tops the growth chart with a
whopping 4851"% increase.
States such as Chhattisgarh
and Rajasthan too com-
manded a growth of more
than 200%.

The growth rate of medi-
calseatsin UPdwarfsthatof
Karnataka (73.8%) and Ta-
mil Nadu (87.4%). In fact,
bigger and populous states
are likely to get more seats
given the move, now put on
hold for a year, by the Na-
tional Medical Commission
to link sanctioning of new
colleges and seats to the pop-
ulation of the state con-
cerned. “There might be
some effect, especially with
respect to private colleges,
where 60% seats are open

States with highest number

Tamil Nadu
Karnataka

Telangana

of medical colleges (2023-24)
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Source: Ministry of health and family welfare
Though south Indian states account for
more than a third of the seats in the country
at 39.4%, their northern counterparts are

even to students from outside
Karnataka. However, estab-
lished private colleges will be
atop choice for students from
across the country and Kar-
nataka has several of them.
New colleges may be hit in
the process. But there is also
the possibility of less pre-
ferred colleges reducing
their fee, to attract students,”
said Dr Ravindranath KS,
former vice-chancellorof Ra-
jiv. Gandhi University of
Health Sciences (RGUHS).

There are 48 private and
22 government medical col-
legesin Karnataka.

Experts also point out
that the race to start new
medical colleges by the states
is to ensure that the benefits
do percolate down todistricts
where healthcare infrastruc-
ture is poor.

Dr Chandrashekar Shet-
ty. former vice-chancellor of
RGUHS, told TOI: “There is
also this understanding that

institutes in backward dis-
tricts will help percolate the
doctors in those areas, but
that is not happening over the
vears.” He cautioned against
increasing medical educa-
tion infrastructure in differ-
ent districts without staff
and proper clinical material.

Under a centrallv spon-
sored scheme announced in
2018, the ministry of health
and family welfare said it is
looking to establish new med-
ical colleges attached with
existing district/referral
hospitals in underserved ar-
eas of the country. UP has got
about 27 medical colleges in
the list. "Karnataka got
18,"said Dr § Sacchidanand,
former VC of RGUHS.

According to him, the at-
tempts to increase the num-
berof doctorswill reach asat-
uration point in the years to
come, with the country on the
verge of reaching 1:750 doc-
tor-patient ratio.



Two teachers who had given birth before
joining service get six months leave

TH IMPACT

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The State government has
considered the case of two
newly-recruited graduate
primary teachers who had
claimed maternity leave
but had given birth days
before joining service in
Haver1 district, as a special
case, and granted them six
months Child Care Leave
(CCL).

The government issued
a notification for the re-
cruitment of 15,000 grad-
uate primary teachers in
March 2022 and 13,352

were appointed recently.
Of them, the case of two
teachers, both posted in
Haveri, put the depart-
ment in a bind.

One of them, appointed
to the Bisilahalli
Government Model Prim-
ary School, Byadgi taluk,
had delivered her second
child on October 8 and re-
ported for service on Oc-
tober 27.

Another teacher, ap-
pointed to the Government
Higher Primary school in
Hanagal taluk, had deli-
vered her first child on
September 26 and report-
ed for service on October
31 and they immediately
applied for maternity

leave, which were turned
down by the Deputy Direc-
tor of the Department of
Public Instruction (DDPI),
Haveri district, as materni-
ty leave applied to only
cases where the childbirth
happened after joining
work.

The Hindu had pu-
blished a report on Decem-
ber 7, 2023, in this regard
and B.B. Cauvery, Commis-
sioner of School Educa-
tion, had said the depart-
ment would consider this
as a special case and try to
help the new mothers on
humanitarian  grounds.
The department has now
granted Child Care Leave
for six months.



UGC questions ‘study in India, get foreign
degree’ deals: ‘Certs won’t be recognized’

Students Tricked
Into Believing
Such Degrees Are
Authentic Globally

Hemali.Chhapia
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Hundreds of stu-
dents studying over the past
few years at a business school
in Karjat have UK university
degrees. The 5,000 miles sepa-
ration, or the fact that not a
single student ever boarded a
planetospend even an houron
the Wales campus, and neit-
her did a UK faculty teach
them for even half-a-credit co-
urse, will never be known to
praspective employers who
will know only about the fore-
ign degree,

Similariy, a Bengaluru col-
lege offers academic pathwa-
vs to students to pursue their
dream of petting an interna-
tional degree from home. Stu-

demts are not required to step
out of their country or submit
any of their projects to profes-
sors there for evaluation. Bul
no one knows that.

The UGC has now questio-
ned such arrangements follo-
wing a TOI query on the issue
and has said in a notice that
degrees issued by such insti-
tutes which are not recogni-
zeql by it would not be deemed
valid. “When lenrolled for the
BABM (bachelor of arts in bu-
siness management) course,
my smartly-worded admis-
sion offer letter read that the
college was approved by the
AICTE. However, as a naive 18-
vearold, | never questioned
the authenticity of the pro-
gramme, After three years of
studving and after spending
lakhs of rupees, | realized my
degree is not valid when L app-
lied totake the UPSCexam (for
joining India’s civil service),”
said a student who studied at
the Karjat college and has now
moved court against the insti-

DUD DEGREES

tute, He isnot alone. Batch ma-
tes who came from Nepal, Po-
land and some other countries
have also gone back and wo-
ken up to the fact that they we-
re “duped” in India.

When TO! wrote to the UK
university to check the aut-
henticity of the awards, it re-
sponded, T am pleased to con-
firm that the document scans
you attached match our re-
cords and we can therefore be
confident that they are genui-
ne copies of authentic Cardiff
Metropolitan University do-
cuments.” Experts, however

gaid, this degres would be pro-
bably valid only in the UK.

In the case of the Bengalu-
ru college, the fine print on an
internal page of its website
does warn students that the
“international degree soattai-
ned may not be equivalent toa
degree awarded by a local Uni-
versity and hence, they may
nat be able to pursue a further
degree in their home count-
rv” But in most other cases,
students are tricked into belie-
ving such Made-in-India {ore-
ign degrees are authentic glo-
bally In fact, they are sold as
“value for money” and stu-
dents are made to believe they
can study at a fraction of the
cost on Indian soil, eat ghar
ka-daal-chawal, but graduate
with an international award.

The attraction of a foreign
degree for Indian students
and parents alike has seen col-
leges and universities across
India enter into a franchise
maodel. where the Indian aca-
demic partner teaches the en-

tire curricula locally and me-
rely hands out an internatio-
nal degree at the end of the co-
urse, similar to those given to
candidates who attend the
PrOEramme on Campus.

The UGC hasobjected toit.
Indian rules allow for twin-
ning. joint and dual degree ar-
rangements only, and all the
three require students to tra-
vel out to the internmational
partner’s campus for a vear or
two before they pass.

The UGC has said in itsno-
tice, "University Grants Com-
mission has observed and has
been Informed that many HE-
Is/colleges have entered into
collaborative agreements/ar-
rangements with foreign-ba-
sed educational institutions/
providers not recognized by
the Commission and have be-
en facllitating the issuance of
degrees to the students enrol-
led in those institutions/colle-
ge from such foreign-based
educational institutions/edu-
cational providers.”
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‘India’s own Ap.
Bhavishjoinsthe
race with Krutrim

PEERZADA ABRAR
Bengaluru, 15 December

Krutrim Si Designs, the artificial
intellicence (Al venture of Ola co-
founder Bhavish Aggarwal, on Friday
unveiled Krutrim, its base large lan-
guage model (LLILM).

Krutrim has joined the increas-
ingly-competitive Al race dominated
by players such as Google, Microsoft
and OpenAl.

[t has been built with the largest
representation of Indian data used
forits generative Al applications for
all Indian languages. It has been
trained by a team of leading comput
crscientists, based in Bengaluru and
San I'rancisco.

This model will also power
Krutrim’s conversational Al assis
tant, which understands and speaks
multiple Indian languages fluently.

Al will define the future para-
digms of economy and culture. To
become a true leader of the world.
India needs to become a global leader
in Al. Today, all AI models called
LLMs are trained largely in English.
But language is not just text but also
the vehicle for cultural values, con-
text and ethos. Due to India’s multi-
cultural and multilingual context,
the Al models just can't capture that.
[t needs to be trained on unique data
sets specitic to us.” said Aggarwal, at
the company event.

He added: “It also needs to be
accessible to India, with India-first
coststructures. An Al-first economy
will improve labour and capital pro-
ductivity. It will push the Indian
technology industry on a nonlinear
path and make it a global knowledge

centre, a leader in scientific discov-
eries and a tool for cultural expres-
sion’ .

He added, “With that vision, we
have introduced Krutrim, the coun-
try’s own Al for 1.4 billion Indians.
We are extremely excited to launch
India’s first complete Al computing
stack, (Krutrim), which understands

Al will define the future
paradigms of economy and culture,
To become a true leader of the
world, India needs to become a
global leader in Al

BHAVISH AGGARWAL,
Co-founder, Ola

our unique cultural context, connect-
Ing our future to our roots. With an
[ndia-first cost structure, Krutrim
will have the largest representation
of Indian data, enabling us to create
novel models beyond LLMs across
sectors. It will make India the most
productive, efficient and empowered
cconomy in the world.”

Krutrim, meaning “artificial” in
Sanskrit, is a family of LLMs, includ-
ing Krutrim base and Krutrim Pro.
which will have multimodal, larger
knowledge capabilities, and many
other technical advancements fof
Inference.

Trained on over 2 trillion tokens
Krutrim accomplishes better per
formance on multiple well-know
global LLM evaluation benchmark$
including MMLU, HellaSwag, BB
PIQA and ARC.

During the launch event
Aggarwal demonstrated an Al cha['{
bot that is powered by Krutrim. ]
functions similar to OpenAl’
ChatGPT and Google’s Bard.




Technical g]Jtch dlsrupts Green Line services

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Namma Metro services on
the Green Line between
Yeshwantpur and Nagasan-
dra in Bengaluru were af-
fected for 35 minutes on
Friday, due to a technical
issue and the services were
restored at 10:50 a.m.

It caused commuters to
encounter delays in reach-
ing their destinations. Ac-
cording to metro authori-
ties, normalcy  was
restored to the Green Line
at 10.50 a.m. An official
from the Bangalore Metro
Rail Corporation Limited
(BMRCL) said, “Between
10.15 a.m. and 10.45 a.m.,

The glitch caused commuters
to encounter a delay of 35
minutes.

Green Line services expe-
rienced disruptions due to
a technical issue at Peenya
Industry. The route could
not be altered from the de-
pot to the main line, lead-
ing to train terminations at
Yeshwantpur during this
timeframe.”

In arelease, BMRCL stat-
ed that the services of six

trains were cancelled
beyond Yeshwantpur and
short-looped to run back
between Silk Institute and

Yeshwantpur metro
stations.
Passengers stranded

The snag left many passen-
gers stranded at various
metro stations, especially
in the morning peak hours.
Gautam Kumar, a commu-
ter, said he spent 50 mi-
nutes waiting for a train at
Nagasandra. “The station
was crowded, and we final-
ly boarded the train after
nearly an hour of waiting,”
he added.

Sharing her experience,
Bhavya Murthy, another

metro passenger, said, “At
Peenya station, Iwzuted for
about 45 minutes to catch a
train to reach my office in
Jayanagar. The station was
quite crowded and it took a
while before we could
board a train.”

In October, a technical
snag at the Rajajinagar Me-
tro station caused inconve-
nience to thousands of
commuters on the Green
Line. Train services bet-
ween Yeshwantpur station
and Mantri Square-Sam-
pige Road station were cut
off after the rear wheel me-
chanism of a Road cum
Rail Vehicle (RRV) got
jammed at Rajajinagar me-
tro station.




Govt Issues warning

for Samsung phones

Flags multiple vulnerabilities, emphasises need for urgent updates

ASHUTOSH MISHRA

New Delhi, 15 Decembed

he Centre's nodal agency for
cyber  security, Indian
Computer mergency

Response Team (Cert-In), has issued
a high-risk warning for Samsung
smartphones, flagging multiple vul-
nerabilities and emphasising the
need for urgent updates of their oper-
ating systems.

The alert highlights security con-
cerns and asserts that the phones are
prone to vulnerabilities that can allow
an attacker to snoop and access data
on the device without the user’s
knowledge.

“Multiple wvulnerabilities have
been reported in Samsung products
which could allow an attacker to
bypass implemented security restric-
tions, access sensitive information
and execute arbitrary code on the tar-
geted system,” read the Cert-In advi-
sory issued this week. It highlighted
that these vulnerability issues might

fect Samsung phones running on
Android versions 11 and above.
“These vulnerabilities exist due
to improper access control flaw in
Knox Custom Manager Service and
Smart Manager CN component, inte-
ger overflow vulnerability in face pre-
processing library; improper autho-
nsation verification vulnerability in
AR emoaji, improper exception man-
agement vulnerability in Knox Guard,
various out of bounds write vulnera-
bilities in bootloader, HDCP in HAL,
libIfaaCa and libsavsac.so compo-
nents, improper sfze check vulnera-
bility in softsimd, improper input val-
idation vulnerability in Smart-Clip
and implicit intent hijacking vulner-

ability in contacts,” read the detailed
statement.

The exploitation of these vulner-
abilities may allow an attacker to Lrig-
ger heap overflow and stack-based
buffer overflow, access device SIM
PIN, send broadcast with elevated

SAFETY
MEASURES

privilege, read sandbox data of AR
Emoji, bypass Knox Guard lock via
changing system time, access arbi-
trary files, gain access to sensitive
information, execute arbitrary code
and compromise the targeted system,
the agency said.

Cert-In has advised users to apply
appropriate security patches released
by Samsung to prevent their devices
from risk. Meanwhile, Samsung
Mobile has announced the rollout of
a maintenance release as part of its
December 2023 security update.

“Samsung Mobile is releasing a
maintenance release for major flag-
ship models as part of the monthly
Security Maintenance Release (SMR)

process. This SMR package includes

- m(ert-Inissued a high

severity risk warning to
‘Samsungusers, asking users
to update their devices
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patches from Google and Samsung,”
said the South Korean smartphone
major on its website.

Cert-In, the national nodal
agency under the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology, is tasked with respond-
Ing to computer security incidents
as and when they occur. The agency
has been flagging security threats
and risks associated with the cyber-
security domain and had recently
issued a high-severity rated warning
cautioning against "multiple vulner-
abilities" in the web browser Google
Chrome, which could allow a
remote attacker to execute arbitrary
code and cause denial of service
conditions on targeted systems.
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India appeals against W1TO
panel ruling on ICT duties

S Vi ¢ tracting investments in the
Amiti Sen

" New Delhi

~ India’s challenge of a WTO
- panel’s ruling against import
duties imposed by the coun-

manufacturing of some of
the ICT items, such as mo-
bile phones, as part of its PL1
scheme, giving import duty
concessions would affect the

- try on certain ICT products,
including smartphones, in a
case initiated by the EU has
bought it sometime as the

- WTO Appellate Body is dys-
functional because of non-
appointment of members
and the appeal is “in void”,

officials have said.
New Delhi was unable to

scheme adversely, the official
further said. |
ZERO DUTIES |
The EU, Japan and Chinese
Talpei had appealed to the
WTO against import duties
of up to 20 per cent, pro-
gressively imposed by India
on certain ICT products,

New Delhi was unable to

reach a mutually agreeable
solution with Brussels

- reach a mutually agreeable
' solution (MAS) with Brus-
sels on the WTO dispute as
an overall roll back in import
tariffs on the items would
hurt the country’s PLI
scheme and giving conces-
sions to the blo¢ would go
- against WTO rules.
- “There is at the moment
- no Appellate Body at the
- WTO so all appeals are in
void. It gives you time. This
- 1sa good strategy for India,”
an official said.

EYEING SOLUTION

India approached the Appel-
- late Body only after it could
not arrive at a MAS with the

EU,  another  official
explained.

on the WTO dispute

“India and the EU have ne-
gotiated to arrive at a MAS
for the past seven months,
but the EU has now filed for
adoption of panel report on
December 7 and therefore,
India has appealed against it
on December 8 in the WTO,”
explained Peeyush Kumar,
Additional Secretary, Com-
merce Ministry.

The EU had sought cus-
toms duty concessions on
certain ICT goods as part of
the MAS which was not ac-
ceptable to India as it viol-
ated WTO rules and it could
be given only as part of a free
trade pact, Kumar explained.

Since India had started at-

such as mobile phones and |
accessories and base sta-
tions, since 2014. As India
had committed to zero du-
ties on many ICT products
under WTO’s IT Agreement,
they said the country had
breached its commitments.

On April 17, 2023, the dis-
pute settlement panel of the
WTO ruled against India’s
duties in three separate
judgements. While India ap-
pealed against the ruling re-
lated to Japan’s case at the
Appellate Body, it agreed to
have discussions with the EU
and Chinese Taipei for a
MAS.

India is still in talks with
Chinese Taipei for a solution
tothe dispute, officials said.
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RBlreceives 2.7x bids at
seven-day VRR auction

OBJECTIVE. Auction held in view of likely outflows due to advance tax, GST payments

|
-

Our Bureau
Mumbai

In a sign of liquidity tightness
in the banking system, banks
placed  bids  aggregating
X2,73,354 crore at the seven-
day variable rate repo (VRR)
auction conducted by the RBI
on Friday against the notified
amount of ¥1-lakh crore.

RBI conducted VRR auc-
tion in view of likely outflows
from the banking system on
account of advance tax and

GST payments.

The central bank also con-
ducted the  aforementioned
auction to absorb the 322,468
crore inflows banks received
on account of reversal of the
day VRR auction conducted
on December 1, 2023.

RBI allotted liquidity

CREDIT CRUNCH. The increased bid placements signal

liquidity tightness in the banking system

amounting to ¥1,00,006 crore

- atthe weighted average rate of

6.63 per cent.

DEFICIT LIQUIDITY

In his latest monetary policy
statement, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das observed
that system liquidity, as meas-
ured by the net position under

the liquidity adjustment facil-
ity (LAF), tumned into deficit
mode for the first time in
September 2023 after ajgap of
nearly four-and-a-half years
since May 2019,

“Deficit liquidity condi-
tions persisted during Octo-
ber and November prompting
large recourse to the marginal

standing facility (MSF) by
banks. In parallel, utilisation |
of the standing deposit facility |
(SDF) has also been high. |

“The overall tightening of
liquidity conditions is attrib-
uted mainly to higher cur-
rency leakage during the fest-
lve season, government cash
balances and Reserve Bank’s
market operations. Driven by
these autonomous factors,
system liquidity tightened sig- |
nificantly compared to what
was envisaged in the October
policy statement,” Das said.

Consequently, the need to
undertake auction of OMO
sales has not arisen so far.

“Going forward, govern-
ment spending is likely to fur- |
ther ease liquidity conditions.
On our part, the Reserve Bank
will remain nimble in liquidity
management,” the Governor
said.
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Ola CEO unveils Al model

Krutrim, but details sketchy

The firm didn't clearly reveal key info such as data source on which the model is being trained

si.;ﬁLJ'}}k.a:aﬁ-%lllwmnlnt com
MEW DELHI

havish Aggarwal on Friday
unveiled Krutrim—a new
company and a foundational
artificial intelligence (Al
miodde] that the co-founder of
Ola Cabs and Ola Electric claimed has
been attuned to India’s needs. The
company will design its own chips over
the next six months, which will be
focused on efficiency, he said.

However, Rrutrim (Sanskrit for arti-
ficial) is yet to release any technical
documentationon the aforementioned
maodel, while details on the company’s
approach towards industry adoption
also remain unanswered as of now.

In a demonstration, Aggarwal said
that the Al model was trained on 2 tril-
lion tokens—asize more or less in line
with large [oundational models
released by global firms such as
OpenAl, Meta and Google, He also
adlded that a chatbot based on the Krut-
rim model can “write and speak in 10
Indian languages, and can understand
22." Work on the model, Aggarwal
revealed at a media roundtable after
the announcement, had begun
“roughly avearago.”

“We're also building our
own technology for data
centres—not just the
physical investment into

10

Bhavish Aggarwal said the company will design its own chips focused on efficiency over the next six months.

are being trained, and details on data
centre and chip investments were not
shared at the time of the announce-
ments.

Speaking about the ownership of the
venture, Agrarwal said, "Krutrim is a
separate business altogether. It

is not going to be integrated

at a transactional level.
There are some entities
that Town 100%—this is

data centres, but also the Languages that under my company, and
technology. This is the Al chatbot can not part of Ola or Ola
because itis important to write and speak Eleciric’s corporate struc-

make data centres more
eflicient to bring down cost,
and 1o make it a greener, more
sustainable solution,”

“In India, we need to design our own
silicon chips for building this." the Ola
chief executive officer said.

However, kev details such as poten-
tial enterprise client conversations, the
source ol the data on which the models

ture.” While Krutrim has
"some investments into it,”

the details were not disclosed.
Aggarwal’s announcement comes
amid growing interest in India-specific
Al platforms as well as use cases, The
government isset to unveil its Al policy
under the India Al programme on 10
January, which will inelude a policy
framework for public-private partner-

ship models on development of Al
databases in Indic languages, aswellas
indigenous compute capacities, said
Union minister of state for IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar in an interview with
Mint on Thursday.

In Bhashini, under the under
the Ministry of Electronics
and I'T (Meity), the govern-
ment already has a
project under the Digital

2 trillion
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guage model as very foundational, and
to really build strong, capable founda-
tional models needs a lot of invest-
ments into capital, compute band-
width, and more, aswell as a lot of core
technology architectures, and a lot of
data that we need 1o collect,
process, ingest, and then cre-
ate well-executed product s

for consumers. So, thisis

an effort that needs onga-

India initiative 1o create Number of tokens nizations, YEersus
local language datasets used for training research efforts.”
and Alapplications. the Al model On the source of the

Ola’sefforts totap the Al
market are likely an effort to
address the government’s focus
on Al and growing industry needs.
Speaking about how Krutrim will tie
in with Bhashini, Aggarwal said, "A lot
af these projects are academia or
rescarch-oriented projects, ratherthan
large scale commercial deployments.
We look at a need for India’s own lan-

data, Aggarwal said, "l can’t

share my data sources pub-

licly, but we have a lot of data

operations efforts. We have proprietan

datasetsthat we gathered over the last

vear. We have data partnerships, as

well as open platforms that we sourced

from. But it’s not just about the scale of

data—it's also about how you process
the data.”
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EMIs may go up as SBI hikes MCLR

AJAY RAMANATHAN
Mumbai, December 15

STATE BANK OF INDIA (SBI) on Friday
hiked its marginal cost of funds-based
lending rate (MCLR) on various tenures by
5-10 basis points (bps),a move that could
make consumer loans, such as auto or
homeloans, more expensive for borrowers.

SBI's decision to raise the MCLR comes
afterthe Reserve Bank of India's decision to
keep thereporate unchangedat 6.5% inits
latest monetary policy.

RATE REVISION
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The new rates are 8.20% for a one-
month tenure, 8.20% for a three-month
tenure, 8.55% for a six-month tenure,
8.65% for a one-year tenure, 8.75% fora
two-year tenure,and 8.85% fora three-year
tenure, according to the bank website.

SBI chairman Dinesh Kumar Khara told
CNBCTV18 that the MCLR has been hiked
after consideration of various cost compo-
nents. However, the room for a further hike
in the lending rate is limited.

Continued on Page 11



‘Teslaautopilot recall threatens
defenceincrash lawsuits

MALATHI NAYAK
15 December
Tesla’s biggest vehicle recall ever threat-
ens to hurt the company's defence in
several high-profile lawsuits it faces over
crashes linked to Autopilot.

The automaker’s recall of 2 million
cars comes after a top US auto-safety reg-
ulator found its driver-assistance pro-
gram failed to ensure drivers stay atten-
tive. Lawyers representing crash victims
and family members who have sued
Tesla, some over fatal accidents, say the
determination bolsters their claims that
the Autopilot system is defective and
contributed to collisions.

An increased threat of losses for Tesla
in  Autopilot  litigation  across
the US could embolden others to chal-
lenge the technology in court and torce
the company to potentially pay
victims millions of dollars in compensa-
tory damages.

Half a dozen
lawsuits headed to

a request for comment.

Autopilot is a crucial part of the Elon
Musk-led company’s efforts to stand out
from car-industry rivals and a significant
factor in its almost $800 billion val-
uation. In a recall report, Tesla said it
doesn’t agree with the analysis by the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, but undertook the recall
voluntarily in the interest of resolving
the agency’s investigation,

The company said it will deploy an
over-the-air software remedy, which
includes additional driver controls and
alerts. The company’s acknowledgement
in the notice that safeguards around its
Autosteer feature “may not be sufficient
to prevent driver misuse” amountsto an
admission of a safety defect, said
Michael Brooks, executive director of the
Center for Auto Safety.

Cracksopenup

In another case, the
family of a Model 3
owner killed in 2019

trial in the next AN INCREASED THREAT when the car plowed
year in Florida, into the underbelly
California and OF LOSSES FOR TESI-A IN of a tractor trailer
el AUTOPILOTLITIGATION B i
s : :

Autopilot to be (:OULD EM BOI-DEN truck as it crossed z
us;dhon_mnds tn: OTHERS TO CHALLENGE ﬁ?vli]ded 5 }llflcijri{:la
which it wasn ighway. If the driv-
designed and that Egﬁ E_Er%m NDOI!-SEE’EI_PHE er were still alive, his
the technology car would now be
failed to send suffi- d b
ol (OMPANYTO PAY il
;vhen ddr‘ivers [OMPENSATORY ]Lyta!. the family’s
ecame isen- awyer.

gaged. Lawvyers DAMAG 5 There’s also a suit
leading the cases in California involv-
say these very ing a driver killed in

Issues are mirrored in the recall.

“We believe that Tesla knew there was
a problem and that this recall validates
that,” said Adam Boumel, an attorney
preparing for a trial against the company
NEeXT vear over a 2019 accident in Key
Largo, Florida. A man was badly injured
nd a woman was killed while standing
NEXT 10 a parked car struck by a Tesla
Model .

Tesla didnp immediately respond to

2018 when his Model X ran into a high-
way barrier as he was playing a video
game on his phone. Another in Texas
was filed by five police officers hit by a
Model X while searching a car for illegal
drugs on the side of a freeway. The
officers allege that the Tesla driver was
intoxicated and the vehicle failed to
engage Autopilot safety features to avoid
the accident.

Bryant Walker Smith, a University of

South Carolina law professor who has
monitored years of controversy over
Autopilot, said the recall is “not conclu-
sive” as legal proof of wrongdoing, but
is “helpful” for the lawsuits against Tesla.

“Regulatory actions and lawsuits can
be very symbiotic in that one can help
the other,” he said. “What we are seeing
is a number of cracks starting to open
up against Tesla, and not all of them
will manifest.”

Plaintiffs can use facts of the recall
and Tesla’s move to fix the driver-
engagement issue as evidence in certain
states, including California, said John
Uustal, a trial attorney who specializes
in product liability law and isn’t involved
in ongoing Autopilot litigation.

“It can provide proof to help win the
lawsuit, but it’s not the basis for the law-
suit,” Uustal said.

Tesla defence

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration has been investigating
whether defects in Autopilot have con-
tributed to at least 17 deaths. Tesla also
faces regulatory probes over claims
made about the automated-driving
capabilities of its cars.

In its defense in court to claims that
Autopilot is marketed to lull drivers into
a false sense of security, Tesla has
argued its vehicle owner’s manuals and
the company’s website clearly say that
the features require active driver super-
vision.

That helped Tesla prevail this year in
trials over two separate California crashes
— one fatal and the other injurious — in
which plaintiffs blamed Autopilot for
steering the vehicles off the road.

Don Slavik, a lawver involved in mul-
tiple crash suits against Tesla, credited
the company with making improve-
ments to driver monitoring over the
years, including by using cameras to
detect whether drivers are paying atten-
tion to the road.

“They’ve made incremental improve-
ments, but have they gone full-our?”
Slavik said. “I think the gold standard
right now are the Ford and GM systems.”

BLOOMBERG



B’luru & Mumbai see most
steep rental hikes: Report

WHAT BENGALUREANS WANT

Yashaswini.Sri@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Risingrentals is
an oft-heard complaint in
Bengaluru and 2023 was no
different, a realty portal’s re-
port has confirmed. Bengalu-
ru, along with Mumbali, saw
the highest incidenceof steep
rise in rentals. The two cities
saw 7% of their cohort of
landlords increasing rents by
30% and above, according to
NoBroker's Real Estate Re-
port 2023.

The report also unravel-
led the cause and effect of
high rentals in Bengaluru:
52% of the surveyed land-
lords were found torely solely
on rental income, while 42%
of Bengalureans were plan-
ning to buy properties becau-
se of high rentals in the city.
With new Metro corridors co-
mingup in the city, thereisan
increase in demand for hou-
ses along these corridors.

On the rental surge across
the city, Saurabh Garg, co-fo-
under and chief business offi-
cer, NoBroker, said that du-
ring the Covid-19 pandemic,
stoppage of realty projects af-
fected the supply of residenti-
al properties. “With more pe-
opleenteringthecity, and less
spaces available, rents have
goneup in Bengaluru. In 2023,
the Indian real estate sector
witnessed robust growth in
terms of increasing demand

84%;amiies

8 40/ prefer a place close
Oto their workplace

30%inproperty

because of rental hike
5 50/ check for vaastu
Obefore renting house

for property buying, surging
rentals, and soaring property
prices, especially in Bengalu-
ru,” he said, adding that the
gap between demand and
supply will eventually reduce
and result in controlled price
appreciationandrental surge.

Within the metro cities,
more and more buyers are
gravitating towards buying a
flat/house in a gated commu-
nity. However, in Bengaluru,
63% of those surveved said
they were more inclined to
buy an individual house.

Popular areas : MEBUYERS PURCH?

torenta Best-peﬂmq Worst-performing

house micro-markets (2023) micro-markets (2023)
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“North Bengaluru hasunder-
gone a remarkable transfor- :
mation, emerging as a thri- :
ving hub of real estate deve- :
lopment. The area has experi-
enced significant growth, :
thanks to substantial govern- :
ment initiatives aimed at fos- :
tering its overall develop- :
ment. The Karnataka Indust- :
rial Areas Development Bo- :
ard has played a pivotal role, :
contributing to the establish-
ment and growth of industri- :
al zones, particularly in Baga- :
lurarea,” the report stated.



Tnvesting halfa billion dollar
in our generics business

Bengaluru-headquartered biotech major Biocon has been working
to reduce its cumulative debt of around $1.5 billion, of which
around $1.2 billion was taken to fund the acquisition of Viatris'
biosimilars business. Debt-reduction plans are progressing a tad
slowly, said SIDDHARTH MITTAL, managing director and chief
executive officer of Biocon, in an online interview with Sohini Das.
However, Mittal is clear that no strategic or core assets will be sold.
As for its generics business, the firm is in the middle of 3500 million

capex plan. Edited excerpts.

Customer demand for facilities being commissioned.
generics has moderated Thisshould guide usto high-
due to inventories stocking single digit growth, especially
up. Whatis the in the Indiabusiness.
outlook In the formulations
for next year? business, we are
Directionally, expectingacouple of
pricing pressure approvalsinthe US,
continuesinthe US and we will look at
and other parts of S'DD”,ARTH MITTAL geographical

the world, which o B Aol expansionaswell. In
affectsour the generics
customers’ ability to business —both
wintenders. Thishasimpacted | active pharmaceutical

how much they buy from us
and at what price. Stocking up
hasbeen anissuein some
markets. Inthe next financial
year, we see more
opportunities fromthe new

ingredients (API)and
formulations — we are
expecting a mid-teento
low-teen kind of growth
in2024-25.

“WEWILLONLY VIEW
(DIVESTMENT) WHEN
SOMETHING ISNON-(CORE

AND NON-STRATEGIC"
-

b 'APIs STRATEGIC PART OF OUR BIZ' P3 b



India in talks with World Diamond
Council, G7 nations on Russia ban

SANCTIONS IMPACT. Once diamonds are processed in India, there should not be further checks, says govt

== ==
Amiti Sen
New Delhi

India is in talks with the
World Diamond Council
and G7 countries to limit
the impact of the grouping’s
ban on direct import of non-
industrial diamonds from
Russia from January 2024
announced recently, offi-
cials said.

The G7 countries, which
include the US, the UK,
France, Germany, Italy, Ja-
pan and Canada, have an-
nounced a ban on direct im-
port of non-industrial
diamonds, mined, pro-
cessed or produced in Rus-
sia from January 2024. The
move is part of the eco-
nomic sanctions that the
West is imposing on Russia

for continuing its war
against Ukraine.
Restrictions have also

been imposed on the import
of Russian diamonds pro-
cessed by third countries,
including India, from March
2024, which has the Indian

Russia for continuing its war against Ukraine vy sone

industry worried. “There is
this issue of looking at the
Russian diamonds coming
into the diamond value

chain. So, there was a visit

by a team from the World
Diamond  Council.  Of
course, there should be con-
trols on the rough diamond

coming from Russia. But,
when the diamonds are pro-
cessed in India, there should
not be any further checks on
them because you can al-
ways maintain tracing and
tracking of the rough dam-
age,” the official said.

India’s proposal has been

CHECKMATE PUTIN. The move is part of the economic sanctions that the West is imposing on

agreed to and is a big relief
for the Indian diamond in-
dustry, the official added.
Talks between India and the
G7 will continue to ensure
that Indian diamond in-
dustry is not unduly hurt.
India is an important
stakeholder in global dia-

mond trade, with about 90
per cent market share in
cutting and polishing nat-
ural diamonds and export-
ing $23 billion annually.

KEY STAKEHOLDER

The Gems and Jewellerv Ex-
port Promotion Council
(GJEPC) of India recently
stated the interests of SMEs
and marginal diamond units
should be kept in mind by
the G-7 nations that when
regulating the sanctions .
Their active contribution to
this industry and the mil-
lions of livelihoods which
are dependent on it should
stay in focus, the council
said.

The G7 is working on a
traceability-based verifica-
tion and certification mech-
anism for rough diamonds
and wants to introduce it by
September next year. Once
it is in place, a diamond
could be tracked through
the entire supply chain-
right from when it is mined
to when it reaches the

consumer.

|



Exports contract 2.84 74 1n

[
Our Bureau
New Delhi

India’s goods exports contrac-
ted 2.84 per cent (year-on-
year) in November 2023 to
$33.9 billion as global eco-
nomic and political turmoil
continued to affect demand.
But a sharper 4.33 per cent de-
cline in imports to $54.48 bil-
lion narrowed the trade deficit

to $20.58 billion after arecord

increase in the previous
month to $31.46 billion, per
quick estimates released by
the Commerce Department
on Friday. |

“Irade is not one-way
traffic. The global context has
to be seen. Interest rates have
not come down (in major eco-
nomies) despite the global
slowdown. Global conflicts
have aggravated. Earlier, there
was a Russia-Ukraine conflict,
and now we have Hamas and
Israel as well” said Sunil
Barthwal, Commerce Secret-
ary,atamediabriefing.

‘HOLDING FORT’

Barthwal was referring to
Unctad’s recent projection for
world trade, which estimated a
decline of 7.5 per cent in trade

In goods in the calendar year
2023.

The fall in India’s goods ex-
ports in the January-Novem-

—

DIP IN SHIPMENTS. Expo
period, worth $278.80 billion, were 6.51 per cent lower than
exports worth $298.21 billion during April-November 2022 e

ber 2023 period was lower at
S.2per cent.

“Although global trade is
suffering, we are holding fort,
and our exports have beaten
the global trends in 2023 by a

significant margin,” the Sec-

retary said.

The fall in exports in
November 2023 was driven by
items such as engineering
goods, petroleum products,
ready-made garments, chem-
icals, leather and marine
products.

The decline in imports dur-
ing the month was primarily
due to afall in petroleum, coal,
chemicals and chemical
products, fertilizers and veget-
able oil. *

Exports for the period
April-November 2023 —
worth $278.80-billion — were
6.51 per cent lower than ex-

Nov: trade deficit shrinks

ports worth $298.21 billion
during April-November 2022.

Imports during the April-
November 2023 period were
8.67 per cent lower at $445.15
billion compared with $487.42
billion during April-Novem-
ber 2022.

TRADE DEFICIT

The trade deficit for April-
November 2023 was estim-
ated at $166.35 billion against
$189.21 billion during April-
November 2022.

Despitean overall decline in
exports in November 2023, as
many as.15 of the 30 key sec-
tors posted an increase. These
include gems and jewellery,

- electronic goods, drugs and

pharmaceuticals, cotton yarn
and made-ups, carpet, iron
ore, fruit and vegetables, and -
meat and dairy products.



Telangana Cong. govt.
says it will focus on
‘financial discipline’

State has no fiscal prudence left because of the ‘bad governance’ by the

outgoing BRS, says Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan in her address

M. Rajeev
HYDERABAD

elangana Governor
T Tamilisai Soundar-

arajan, in her ad-
dress to the joint sitting of
the State Legislature held
for the first time after the
recent Assembly elections,
said that the new Congress-
led Telangana government
has decided to focus on in-
fusing financial discipline
in the State as “there is no
fiscal discipline or financial
prudency” left because of
the “bad governance” by
the outgoing BRS govern-
ment.

The State government is
of the view that improving
the financial situation on a
war footing is its greatest
challenge now. The go-
vernment is accordingly on
the job of identifying the la-
cunae that took place in fi-
nancial management,
where wasteful expendi-
ture is indulged in and
where financial irregulari-
ties took place, said Ms.
Soundararajan.

“My government is fo-
cussed on strengthening
the derailed financial situa-
tion. The entire financial
discipline in the State is
destroyed,” the Governor
said in her traditional ad-
dress to the joint sitting of
the Legislature on Friday.
The government accord-
ingly intended to bring fi-
nancial prudence without
putting financial burden
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First meet: Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan
presenting her address, in Hyderabad on Friday. BY ARRANGEMENT

on people, she said, assert-
ing “this is our govern-
ment’s aim and goal”.

Poll promises

The Governor has also as-
serted that the new Con-
gress government headed
by Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy is dedicated
to implement each and ev-
ery promise it made in the
party’s manifesto.

The government is in
the process of preparing
an action plan based on
the promises made in the
poll manifesto and is com-
mitted to implement all the
declarations the Congress
made for farmers, youth,
backward classes and oth-
er sections in letter and
spirit. The government
would provide quality un-
interrupted power supply
to agriculture sector and
give minimum support
price to each crop.

The government was
equally committed to im-
plement all the promises it

made to the youth. Accord-
ingly, a mega District Selec-
tion Committee (DSC)
would be conducted with-
in six months for filling up
the teachers’ posts. Steps
had already been initiated
to clean up the State public
Service Commission and
they would be followed by
steps measures to fill up
two lakh vacancies within
one year.

The Governor said that
the Secretariat would
forthwith be not just a dec-
orative symbol and the go-
vernment was committed
to protecting the constitu-
tional institutions. “This is
not a feudal rule. We will
instil confidence in people
that this is a real democra-
cy,” she said. The govern-
ment was committed to
render justice to all sec-
tions who took part in the
separate statehood move-
ment and welfare and de-
velopment would be based
on the aspirations of these
sections.






Sports Bureau
MUMBAI

Hardik Pandya has re-
placed Rohit Sharma as the
skipper of Mumbai In-
dians. The ofhcial state-

ment issued by the fran-

chise referred to the move
as a “significant leadership
transition.”

“It 1s part of legacy
building and staying true

- to the MI philosophy of be-
~ ing future-ready,” Mahela

Jayawardene, Global Head
of Performance of MI,

| stated.

Ever since Hardik was
traded into Mumbai In-
dians for an undisclosed
sum last month, there
were whispers that he was
likely to take over as the MI

Hardik Pandya. MUMBAI INDIANS

captain. It will be interest-
ing to see the transition pe-
riod with Rohit being a
part of the MI dressing
room, at least for IPL 2024.

After taking over the MI
captaincy midway through
IPL 2013, Rohit led the
franchise to all of its five

‘Hardik replaces Rohit as
‘Mumbai Indians captain

IPL titles so far. Under Ro-
hit's leadership, India lost
the World Cup final to Aus-
tralia last month.

Hardik, meanwhile, was
elevated as India's T20 cap-
tain last year on the back of
a triumphant IPL debut for
Gujarat Titans in IPL 2022.
In 2023, the Titans lost the
final against Chennai Sup-
er Kings.

The premier all-rounder
has been missing from ac-
tion since hurting his ankle
during the World Cup tie
against Bangladesh on Oc-
tober 19. He is still an un-
certainty to feature in the
three T20Is at home
against Afghanistan, In-
dia's last T20I assignment
ahead of the IPL and the
T20 World Cup in June.



All-rounders, who shared dressing room during inaugural season of The Hundred, steal show

KALYANI MANGALE @ NaviMumbal

IT was the inaugural season of
The Hundred. As many as five
Indian players including Har-
manpreet Kaur and Smriti
Mandhana were part of it. Deep-
ti Sharma also found a place in
London Spirit, a side led by Eng-
land captain Heather Knight. If
this was one of the opportuni-
ties for Deepti to make her mark
at the franchise league, for a 20-
year-old Charlie Dean, it was a
graduation after working hard
in the domestic system. In Shar-
ma, uncapped Dean found a role
model. In that first season, Shar-
ma took 10 wickets for the Spirit,
and Dean followed it with six of
her own. A lot has happened
since then, but two vears later,
on a hot day in Navi Mumbai,
Dean followed Sharma again.
This time in Test whites while
playing against each other

First, it was Sharma, who
was introduced in the 26th over
of the innings. By that time In-
dia were not in total command
of the situation but they were in
no mood to give England any
breathing space. With three
wickets on board and Natalie
Sciver-Brunt looking like an im-
movable ohject, Harmanpreet
Kaur asked Deepti to do what
she is known for — breaking the
partnership between Sciver-
Brunt and Danielle Wyatt. Shar-
ma took one ball to settle. The
second ball of her first-ever
spell in the home conditions
saw Wyatt walking back to the
dugout with dejection. Sciver-
Brunt and Amy Jones added
seven runs in Sharma's second
over but that was it, She didn't
give away a single run after that
and added four wickets to her
name in just 21 balls,

From 108 for three before
Sharma was introduced, Eng-
land were bowled out for just
136. Sharma walked off the
pitch, basking in the glory of
her maiden five-wicket haul in
the longest format. “T was wait-
ing for my chance to bowl and
when I did, I enjoyed myself. The
wicket was helping the spinners
a fair bit today (Friday). So 1
think it was a positive sign for
us to draw more utility from the
wicket and the turn we were get-
ting. The idea was to bowl in the
right areas. 1 enjoy Tests be-
cause you have time. You have

Dean-Deepti spirit

time to make a comeback if
things go wrong," Sharma told
media after the second day’s
play in Navi Mumbai.

While waiting for her chance
to bowl and field ing at her usual
place in the slips, Sharma got
enough opportunity to plan her
spell. And partnering with Sneh
Rana, whao took two wickets, in-
cluding that of Sciver-Brunt
made India’s job easy.

“When | was at the slip, I was
trying to see what the bowler
could do and what we could add
on to get wickets. | ended up do-
ing that when I came on to bowl.
Bowling partnerships are as im-
portant as batting partnerships,
Because she (Rana) was howling
before me. So we were talking
about the areas to bowl in and
the flight we would get. And that
communication was vital today
for both of us,” Sharma added.

With England winding up
their innings early, Dean and
England had a job cut out for
them. The opening pair of
Mandhana and Shafali Verma
made the most of the new ball
to put a partnership of 50 runs
before Sophie Ecclestone final-
Iy gave visitors a breakthrough.
Dean and Ecclestone, bowling
in tandem reduced India to 186
for six with the off-spinner tak-
ing four wickets.

On a day where none of their
batters other than the vice-cap-
tain stood up to the challenge,
Dean’s four wickets were the
only bright spot for England.
Sciver-Brunt was happy for the
youngster. “Probably her
lengths (made it difficult to
face). Making the batters not
sure whether to come forward
or back. When vou play spin
well, [ think making good deci-
sions going forward or back
and not getting caught in the
crease, She bowled lengths that
were difficult to read and she
also attacked the stumps,” she
said later.

This is not the first time Dean
has followed Sharma in the
bowling charts. The Indian all-
rounder also had high praise for
the English youngster who has
grown through the ranks rap-
idly since making her interna-
tional debut in 2021. *Charlie
and [ used to enjoy playing at
London Spirit. She is a good
bowler,” Sharma said.

Full story: newindlanexpress.com

BRIEF SCORES -

India Women Ist
innings 428 {Satheesh Qpy
9, Jamimah 68, Deepti ra

A ™ h
67; Bell 3/67) & 18646 ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂw D"Eq ml:},] )
A \ ,

Znd Inns (Harmanpreet
44 batting. Shafall 33,

Indla Women's Deeptl Sharma celebrates her five-wicket
haul against England on Friday | sn

Jemimah Z7) vs
England Women st
innings 136 {Sciver-
Brunt 59; Deapti 5/7)

Standing behind team,
through thick and thin

KALYANI MANGALE @ NaviMumbai

‘SHOT JEMI', 'Batted Harman' these were the chants coming from
the sparsely crowded Bay I at the DY Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai
when India opted to bat again after bundling out England for 136 on
Day Two of the Test match instead of imposing a follow-on.

If this was the first red-ball fixture for nine members of India's
playing XI, for many fans in the stands, it was their home soil Test
debut as well. “India are hosting the women's Test after a long time,
obviously | was extremely excited to watch it,” Kalvani Mane, who
is from Mumbai, was overjoyed to cheer for the Women in Blue.
“This has been an unbelievable experience, to be honest, and India’s
performance today (Friday) has been the cherry on top. [ don't know
when we will be able to see our team play another red-ball fixture
on home soil after these two Tests.

“I have saved most of my offs from work for these two series in
December. Over the last few months, | didn't take any extra offs, so
1 could save it for watching the
team play against England and
Australia. I'm lucky enough
with my workplace and have
flexible work hours so I could
manage taking these off. Lucky
for us BCCI announced this
schedule early, so I could apply
for offs,” said Mane.

For Akash Mule, it was a simi-
lar experience and he could
manage it because BCCI an-
nounced the schedule for this
series in October. “If you ask me
to choose between watching a Test match or T201 from the ground,
I will always choose the red-ball. And Jemimah Rodrigues is my
favourite player, to watch her make a long-awaited Test debut made
it even more special. There are too few red ball fixtures for women
and way too less on home soil. | was never going to miss it. ] work
in logistics, and we already get very few offs. So [ worked extra
hours, didn’t take many weak offs, and even worked through Diwali
so | could accommodate leaves for Tests. | could tell them the exact
days because the schedule was announced early,” said Mule, beam-
ing ear to ear. With the ODI World Cup scheduled in India in two
vears, both are confident that Indian fans can fill the stadiums and
make it one of the best women's sporting events. “We have enough
popularity in women's cricket that people would want to watch the
game. WPL and World Cups have made it even more popular. If man-
aged well, we can fill entire stadiums with fans for this team,”

Mule adds. Full story: newindianexpress.com

Kalyani Mane (L) & Akash Mule | express



We are hoping for
stability: says Chhetri
ahead of JFC game

New beginnings: Chhetri said the team is ready to give its
everything for coach Zaragoza. K. MURALI KUMAR

N. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

The last time Sunil Chhetri
graced a Bengaluru FC pre-
match media briefing at
home was way back in Oc-
tober 2022, ahead of the
Indian Super League sea-
son-opener alongside the
then new manager Simon
Grayson.

It took another head
coach introduction for the
talisman to be there again,
this time next to Gerard Za-
ragoza, who is hoping to
steer a new course for the
crisis-ridden club — which
is ninth out of 12 teams this
season — after the depar-
ture of Grayson.

Having arrived a good 15
minutes early at the Sree
Kanteerava Stadium on Fri-
day, Chhetri joked around
with those present. He said
in jest that even his three-
month-old son knew how
badly the side was playing,
for the baby started crying
immediately on Chhetri’s
return after the defeat to
Chennaiyin FC.

Mid-conference, the 39-
year-old quipped that Za-
ragoza might have a full
squad to train even during
the break for the Asian Cup
in January because, on cur-
rent form, none of the BFC
players will make it to the
Indian party for Qatar.

But deep down, he was
hurting. For nearly eight
years since BFC’s inception
(2013), there had only been
three full-time head coach-
es. In less than three years
from February 2021, Zara-
goza is the franchise’s
third. Between the crest
and the trough, Chhetri
has been a constant, and

he expressed a strong de-
sire to ride the high wave
again.

“We are desperately
waiting for stability,” he
said, ahead of the tie
against Jamshedpur FC.
“This is the start of a new
era and I genuinely hope
that we get that stability. It
has reached a point where
it hurts. It’s me feeling as a
guy who has been here
from the first day. But the
best part is only we can
rectify it. As players, we
will do everything so that
our new boss gets all the
help.”

In the aftermath of the
chastening 0-4 defeat to
Mumbai City FC last Fri-
day, Grayson had re-
marked that he hadn’t seen
any “vocal leaders in the
group.” Chhetri didn’t
quite agree.

“We’re just not up to the
mark. We’'re talking about
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu,
about Javi [Hernandez],
about me, about Suresh
[Wangjam] also now.
Three of us play for the Na-
tional team in the first XL

“It’s just that we are not
in sync. And that’s why the
youngsters are struggling. I
don’t think it is the lack of
not having leaders, but we
leaders not performing.

“Individually, we are
picking games not to be
good at. In some games,
it's me; some Suresh,
[Namgyal] Bhutia, Harsh
[Patre] etc. And with every
loss, the confidence level is
going down. So [as the
coach says] it is about mak-
ing sure that the mentality
is right. The football will
fall [into place].




England stupefied by
India’s spin sorcery

Deepti, with a five-for, spins out the visitors for 136; Sneh chips in with two wickets; the hosts swell

the advantage to 478 at the end of day two against the physically and mentally exhausted visitors

ENGLAND IN INDIA

Lavanva L
NAVI MUMBAL

hapless response to
A spin saw England
batting for a total of

just three hours and 30 mi-
nutes, eventually bowled
out for 136 on day two of the
one-off Test against India at
the D.Y. Patil Stadium here
on Friday.

This was after India ad-
ded just 18 runs to its day
one score of 410/7 before
Sophie Ecclestone and Lau-
ren Bell cleaning up the tail.
The host then spared En-
gland the agony of a follow-
on, presumably to get some
time with the bat ahead of
the lone Test against Austra-
lia in a few days time and to
avoid batting last on a turn-
ing wicket, finishing the day
on 186/6. India is ahead by
478 runs with two days to go
in the Test against a physi-
cally and mentally exhaust-
ed England.

Openers Sophia Dunkley
and Tammy Beaumont
looked all sorts of uncom-
fortable when facing a pace-
spin opening salvo from the
India.  Renuka  Singh
cramped Dunkley for room
and struck her stumps, end-
ing with four dismissals in
four attempts against the
out of form opener. Knight,
Wyatt and Jones fell cheaply
with Natalie Sciver-Brunt
once again thrust with res-
cue duties. She eventually
fell to a peach of a delivery
from Sneh Rana with
turned sharply into the
stumps. Deepti Sharma got
just a little over five overs to
bowl, but took five key wick-
ets to bring the curtains
down on the English res-
ponse in three and a half
hours.

India chose not to en-
force the follow on and con-

tinued with its brisk ap-
proach to scoring at over
four runs an over, made
clear when Smriti Mandha-
na got off the mark with a
six over long on. England
chose to give its spinners 34
of the 42 overs bowled and
Dean and Ecclestone
shared six wickets between
them, despite continuing to
be a tad expensive. Skipper
Harmanpreet and Pooja
Vastrakar ended the day un-
beaten, with Harman sniff-
ing her maiden Test fifty.
With England's decision to
go with the extra bowler,
but choosing a pace option
over spin backfiring, it was
surprising to see Knight not
bowl herself.

With the wicket showing
increasing signs of assis-
tance for spin bowling, In-
dia will hope to inflate its
478-run lead a little more
and give its bowlers the op-
portunity to hunt for the
win. England will need
drastic course correction if
it is to save, or more impos-
sibly win, its milestone
100th Test match.

SCOREBOARD

v

India — 1st innings: Smiriti
Mandhana b Bell 17 (12b, 3x4),
Shafali Verma b Cross 19 {30b,
dx4), Shubha Satheesh c
Sciver-Brunt b Ecclestone 69 (76b,
13x4), Jemimah Rodrigues b Bell
68 (99b, 11x4), Harmanpreet Kaur
run out 49 (816, 6x4), Yastika
Bhatia c Bell b Dean 66 (88b,
10x4d, 1x6), Deepti Sharmac
Ecclestone b Bell 67 {1136, 10x4,
1x6), Sneh Rana b Sciver-Brunt 30
(73b, 5x4), Pooja Vastrakar (not
out) 10 {45b, 2x4), Renuka Singh b
Ecclestone 1 (7h), Rajeshwari
Gayakwad c Dunkley b Ecclestone
0 {5b); Extras [b-23, |b-7, nb-2): 32;
Total (in 104.3 overs): 428.

Fall of wickets: 1-25 [Smriti, 5.1
overs), 2-47 (Shafali, 8.4), 3-162
(Shubha, 32.6}, 4-190 (Jemimah,
37.6), 5-306 (Harmanpreet, 62.1),
6-313 (Yastika, 66.2), 7-405 (Sneh,
90.5), 8-421 (Deepti, 99.4), 9-424
(Renuka, 102.4).

England bowling: Cross

EMMANUAL YOGINI

14-0-64-1, Bell 19-3-67-3,
Sciver-Brunt 11-4-25-1, Filer
15-1-84-0, Dean 19-1-67-1,
Ecclestone 26.3-5-91-3.

England — 1st innings: Tammy
Beaumont run out 10 (355, 1x4),
Sophia Dunkley b Renuka 11
(10b, 2x4), Heather Knight lbw b
Pooja 11 (235, 1xd), Nat
Sciver-Brunt b Sneh 59 (70b,
10x4), Danni Wyatt c Jemimah b
Deepti 19 (24b, 4x4), Amy Jones c
Shafali b Deepti 12 (195, 2x4),
Sophie Ecclestone b Deepti 0 (2h),
Charlie Dean lbw b Sneh 0 (35),
Kate Cross ¢ & b Deepti 1 (8h),
Lauren Filer b Deepti 5 (7h, 1x4),
Lauren Bell (not out) 0 (6b); Extras
(b-8}; 8; Total (in 35.3 overs): 136.
Fall of wickets: 1-13 (Dunkley,
2.5), 2-28 (Knight, 7.3), 3-79
(Beaumont, 18.5), 4-108 {Wyatt,
25.2), 5-126 (Jones, 29.4), 6-126
(Ecclestone, 29.6), 7-130
{Sciver-Brunt, 30.3), 8-131 (Dean,
32.4),9-135 (Cross, 33.4).

India bowling: Renuka 9-1-32-1,
Sneh 6-0-25-2, Pooja 9-1-39-1,
Rajeshwari 6-0-25-0, Deepti
5.34-T-5.

India — 2nd innings: Shafalic
Ecclestone b Dean 33 {53b, 2x4,
2x6), Smriti c Beaumont b
Ecclestone 26 (295, 3x4, 1x6),
Yastika c Beaumont b Ecclestone
9 (14b, 1x4), Jemimah ¢
Beaumont b Dean 27 (295, 5x4),
Harmanpreet (batting) 44 (67b,
5x4), Deepti lbw b Dean 20 (18b,
3x4), Sneh b Dean 0 (1b), Pooja
(batting) 17 (41b, 3x4); Extras
{b-10): 10; Total (for six wkts. in 42
overs): 186,

Fall of wickets: 1-61 [Smriti,
12.5), 2-71 (Shafali, 15.1), 3-77
{Yastika, 16.3), 4-109 (Jemimah,
23.6), 5133 (Deepti, 27 .4), 6-133
(Sneh, 27.5).

England bowling: Bell 3-1-6-0,
Ecclestone 15-2-T6-2, Dean
19-3-68-4, Cross 3-0-13-0, Filer
2-0-13-0.



Just want the team to win: Kuldeep

ASHOK VENUGOPAL @Chennal

LEFT-ARM spinner Kuldeep
Yadav's figures of 5 for 17 ena-
bled India to beat South Africa
by 106 runs and level the T20I
series 1-1. With the first game
being washed out, the teams
shared the trophy. India cap-
tain Suryakumar Yadav who
was adjudged as the Player of
the Match for his century was
all praise for Kuldeep.

“We wanted to play some
fearless brand of cricket. The
idea was to bat first, put some
runs on the board and defend.
Happy that they showed some
character. He (Kuldeep) 1s nev-
er happy. He is always hungry.
It is a nice self gift on his birth-
day,”’ said Suryakumar Yadav.

The South African pitches

generally have good bounce,
carry and aid the fast bowlers,
but the one at the Wanderers
suited the spinners. Kuldeep,
who was celebrating his 29th
birthday on Thursday, hecame
the second Indian howler to
pick up multiple five-wicket
hauls 1n T20Is after Bhuv-
neshwar Kumar. Kuldeep is
the first .Indian spinner to
-reach the coveted landmark.

Kuldeep Yadav picked up a fifer to help
India level T201 series vs SA | arp

“It turned out to be a special
day. ] have never thought about
taking five wickets. I just want-
ed the team to win, which 1s
more important,” said Kuldeep
after the win.

"I was concerned about my
bowling because I was playing
after some time, so wanted to
get my rhythm. It was pertect
today (‘I'hursday). The ball was
coming out well from the hand
and the conditions, too, suited
the spinndks a bit,” he added.

Kuldeep’s success in the short-
est format could well be an in-
dication that wickets could aid
the spinners in the upcoming
ODTI’s and Tests too.

“To be very honest, the wick-
ets are very good for the spin-
ners. The good thing about
these wickets are that the ball
comes on very quickly after
pitching. So sometimes, you
have to use your variations
and if you get it right, then it
is very difficult to pick,” he
noted.

Kuldeep last played in South
Africa in 2018 and had suffered
a knee injury in 2021, for which
he underwent surgery and was
out of action for 6-7 months.
However, he has been bowling
well off late. “In 2018, I was
very new and after that, I strug-

eled for a couple of years with
my injury and post surgery, |
made a few changes In my
bowling, especially In my run-
up. Trying to be more aggres-
sive and just trying to bowl
much straighter and focussing
on length.”

India will play the opening
tie of the three-match ODI se-

ries at Johannesburg on
Sunday.
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CoP28: Ambition
without sincerity

he CoP28 meetingin Dubaihasended withan agree-

ment, however tentative, that nations need to tran-

sition away from fossil fuels, which are the prime
drivers of climate change. The idea has been spelt out for
?he firsttimeina CoP document, butitis yet far from mak-
Ing any impact. The deal calls for a shift away from fossil
fuels in energy systems “in a just, orderly and equitable
manner”. Every one of these words is prone to different
interpretations and the outcome is anybody’s guess. It
wantsthat the shift togreen energy should accelerate this
decade, with theaimof net-zero emissions by 2050. A goal
wassettotriple renewables capacityand double the rate of
energy efficiency, all part of an ambition to limit warming
to the 1.5 degrees Centigrade above pre-industrial levels
threshold. But the agreement has spelt out no measures
toachieve this.

Sucha goal would need an equitable climate financing
dealfor developing countries, which has not materialised
so far. A UN report had suggested that developing coun-
tries, excluding China, would need at least $2.4 trillion a
year for this. Apart from the fact that there was no sign
of the financing, there were strong indications that the
fossil fuel powers would notgive
anything away. The US and other | ;
oil and gas powers are expanding B\ T W[ 1if 1) m
fossil fuel extraction. Within two
days of the end of CoP28, its presi- tion bEtVIEEI'I
dent Sultan al Jaber, credited with 11/ -1 )| 1)1

helping hammer out the agree-
ment, has said his own company actionis too

will continuetoinvestin fossil fuels. {11 (11 ][5
These realities do not square with &
the declaration on fossil fuels. The
UNEP has said that the plans of producer governments
will add 69% more output than what is consistent with
evenaless-ambitious 2 degrees C warming goal.

There was no satisfactory outcome on adaptation
strategies, either. The Global Goal on Adaptation has only
soughttoclose the financing gap but there was no commit-
mentonit. [tdid notsay how the adaptation finance canbe
scaled up and how the rich countries can be held to their
obligations. Financing did not get sufficient mentioninthe
outcome document and enhancementof climate funding
by therich countriesisto be taken up at the next CoP meet.
Some frontier technologies have been identified to facili-
tate replacement of fossil fuels but poor and developing
countries will have no access to them. Though it has been
declared that the outcome of the meeting is the beginning
of the end of the fossil era, the CoP28 text does not give
confidence thatitwill happenin the time-frameenvisaged.
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Opportune moment to rediscover Chennai’s hydrology

nusually heavy rainfall years have been
becoming more frequent in recent
decades in India. As a result, people
are also experiencing more frequent
occurrences of floods in several parts of the
country including Chennai. These are considered
climate change-induced floods/disasters. But the
key question remains. Are we hiding behind
climate change for all the blunders made so far?
Chennai suffered the serious impacts of floods in
=005, 2015 and, again, in 2023, Although each
one of these floods is unique in their own way,
the impact has been devastating, increasing year
after vear. The flood in 2023 is considered the
worst In the past 47 years. But the main concern
is whether we have learned any lessons from past
flood events. Have we resorted to corrective
measures?
A few pertinent questions arise in this context:
To what extent are the floods that occur due to
historical human errors or blunders? To what
extent has conventional wisdom followed by the
State helped mitigate floods and droughts? What
are the lessons learnt from the past extreme
events? What should be done to make the city of
Chennai flood resilient? And, how does one
convert disaster into opportunity so that the city
of Chennai also gets abundant water supply?
What is more, the coastal city of Chennai has
also got 1o deal with coastal floods and climate
chznge and the consequent impact of seawater
rise. The key issue, therefore, is to highlight the
necessity to decode Chennai’s urban and
peri-urban hydrology, its ecosystem in its totality,
and make meaningful and scientific interventions
not only towards flood mitigation but also
towards handling droughts and in building
climate-resilient strategies for Chennai and
Chennai Metropolitan Area (CMA),

Upstream and downstream watersheds
Chennai city and the adjoining districts are richly
endowed with wonderful watersheds. There are
3,588 irrigation tanks (some are very large) in
Kancheepuram, Chengalpattu and Tiruvallur
districts, respectively, as highlighted in tank
memoirs. These are man-made but magnificent
watersheds created through a series of earthen
embankments, constructed across streams which
carried heavy flows during the monsoon months.
These tanks were constructed in such a way that
surplus from an upstream tank served as a feeder
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to a downstream tank. Unfortunately, these tanks
are neglected, silted up with broken bunds and
control structures. In addition, catchment areas,
flood plains, feeder and supply channels and
even the water spread area in many of these
tanks are heavily silted and encroached. The net
result is a double disadvantage: Water storage in
these tanks is very little and run-off is very high
(over 80%) which caused heavy damage to the
city of Chennai.

In this context, this is what needs to be done:

study the urban and peri-urban water dynamics — |

interconnected hydrological conditions; map
water bodies (around 4,000) located in the 5,904
sq.km area of the proposed CMA (spread over
Tiruvallur, Chengalpattu, Kancheepuram and
parts of Ranipet districts). Since these districts
are already substantially urban, there is a dire
need to protect these water bodies from
encroachments. Not just tanks, but catchment
areas, inlet and surplus channels, foreshore areas
(tank flood plains) and tank bunds are equally
important. The missing links between these tanks
need to be restored.

These water bodies need to be restored to
their original capacity or, where possible, even
double the capacity so that excess water can be
saved in these water bodies which will contribute
to a substantial saving of run-off water.

A comprehensive hydro-elevation (drainage)
mapping needs to be drawn up covering the
upstream-downstream watersheds with Chennai
and the sea.

Wonderful flood carriers

Chennai is in fact geographically very uniquely
placed, which is a blessing. It has three
waterways (rivers) that run through the city,
something which no other city in the couutry and
in South Asia can boast of. The Kosasthaliyar
river runs through the northern part of Ghennai.
the Cooum which takes care of central Chennai,
the Adyar which caters to southern Cheanai, and
further south, the Palar which carries the flow.
Each of these rivers also feeds numerous tanks
before reaching the Bay of Bengal. There is the
Buckingham canal which cuts across all the four
rivers in close proximity to the sea.
Unfortunately, these major drainage systems are
in pretty bad shape due to heavy encroachments,
more so on the flood plains. These rivers have
also lost their gravity and velocity due to sludge

and silt deposits. Several efforts have been made
to restore these rivers as well as the Buckingham
Canal, but the conditions remain lar from
satisfactory. What these waterways need is
year-long attention and maintenance and not
cosmetic interventions such as river-front and
canal front developments. Besides these major
waterways, there are many macro and micro
drains such as Okkiam maduvu, Mambalam
canal, Velachery canal, Kodungaiyur drain, Otterd
nallah, Virugambakkam/Arumbakkam canal,
Veerangal Odai, Captain Cotton canal and the
Villivakkam canal. These drains as well as the
2,900 kilometre long Storm Water Drain network
constructed in the GCC area also deserve
year-long attention and maintenance.

Rising urban expansion

At the same time, it is extremely critical to
acknowledge the fact that the degree of urban
expansion in the Chennai city has been one of the
fastest in the country. And, it s important 1o
recognise that the urban expansion process s
irreversible and can be disastrous if not

. regulated. When the city limit was expanded

from 174 sq.km to 426 sq.km, and the CMA to
1,189 sq.km, there was very little thought devoted
to protecting the ecological hotspots in the
expanded areas. In the process, Chennai has lost
many water bodies (lakes and ponds) and much
of the Pallikaranai marsh land and coastal
wetlands. At present, the CMA is to be expanded
from the existing 1,189 sq.km to 5,904 sq.km
covering the entire districts of Tiruvallur,
Chengalpattu, Kancheepuram and parts of
Ranipet district as part of the Master Plan [11. At
least now, will the Chennai Metropolitan
Development Authority notify the ecological hot
spots and “no development zones™ in the 11l
Master Plan so that the existing lakes (around
| 4,000), tlood plains, forests, major drains, flood
buffers and wetlands can be protected?
Otherwise, one will have to continue hiding
behind climate change for all accumulated
- blunders.
The final word. Chennai city and the CMA can
' be permanently saved from floods while, at the
| same time, get round the clock water supply even
in a drought year provided the measures
indicated above are followed truthfully and
scientifically. This is what is called converting
disaster into an opportunity.




IPLA is a known name. How-
ever, only a few remember that
CIPLA used to be Chemical, In-
dustrial and Pharmaceutical
Laboratories once upon a time.
This November, CIPLA received
a warning letter from the US
Food and Drug Administration saying
that the company’s drug manufacturing
facility in Indore violates the current
good manufacturing practice regulations
for finished pharmaceuticals. This being

CIPLA, the issue will be resolved.

There is a Roman god named Janus,
after whom the month of January is
named. Janus being the god of begin-
nings, endings, gates and duality, he had
two faces—one that looked towards the
future, the other towards the past. . India
has a pharma success story, even in mar-
kets subject to stringent regulation. To
quote from the pharmaceuticals depart-
ment’s annual report for 2022-23, “The
sector offers lower cost without compro-
mising on quality as is reflected by the
fact India has the highest number of US
Food and Drug Administration approved
pharmaceutical plants outside the US
and also a significant number of World
Health Organization good manufactur-
ing practices-compliant plants as well as
plants approved by the regulatory au-
thorities of other countries.” That’s true,
of course, and it is this face of Janus that
looks towards the future.

But let’s contrast this with the other

face of Janus that looks towards the past.
In July 2023, in a response to a question
in the Rajya Sabha, we were told that be-
tween April 2021 and March 2022, 88,844
drug samples were tested. More than
2,500 were sub-standard and 379 were
spurious. Along with state-level drugs
control administration, the Central
Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO) has been inspecting drug mak-
ing units. Roughly; 15 percent of samples
were sub-standard. Many firms have
been sent showcause notices and about a
third were issued orders to stop
manufacturing.

Let’s take a step back and quote from
the Mashelkar Committee report of 2003.
“There has been a wide-ranging national
concern about spurious / counterfeit /
sub-standard drugs. The Supreme Court
of India, the National Human Rights

Commission and members of parliament

have time and again expressed concern

anner since its incep-
rules have been amend-

Indian drug makers have come under fire for poor quality.
The punishment for making sub-standard medicine
should be harsh, so that it deters such malpractice

THE TRUTH PILL
THAT INDIA NEEDS
TO SWALLOW

y I

Chairman, Economic Advisory Coundl to the
Prime Minister

SOUMYADIP SINHA

ed from time to time. The government of

died because of an ayurvedic co SyT-
India, in the past, had constituted several up that was chemically adulterat:dg,h More
committees which had examined the is-

of us should read a book by Dinesh
Thakur and Prashant Reddy titled, The
Truth Pill, The Myth of Drug Regulation
in India published in 2022. In 2019, many
children from Jammu died. They had
been given a cough syrup called Coldbest.
This cough syrup tested positive for dieth-
ylene glycol (DEG), which is a powerful
industrial solvent used in making anti-
freeze and brake fluids. “It is never used
In medicines and can be fatal to humans

sues and had made many recommenda-
tions. These recommendations have been
implemented to some extent, but the core
issues have remained unresolved ”

The core issues remain unresolved be-
cause we didn’t take them seriously until
there was global flak about Indian cough
syrups leading to children'’s deaths in
Gambia, Uzbekistan and Cameroon. Re-
cently, there was a news report on co
syrups, that said the CDSCO found that
o4 firms were manufacturing sub-stand-
ard cough syrups. They will not be al-
lowed to export. Does that mean they will
be allowed to sell in India? There was an-
other report that, in Gujarat, five people

says that India has the uniquely depress-

Jor DEG poisoning events—Chennai in
1972, Mumbai in 1986, Bihar in 1988, Gur-

who consume it,” states Dinesh Thakur
and Prashant Reddy’s book. It further

ing record of having had at least five ma-
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in 1998 and Jammu in 2019. ; _
ga]?t‘nthe rest of the world has woken u@ -
to the dangers of DEG poisoning, what ? :
our problem? “The simple answeristhat ~
Indian pharmaceutical companies quite
often fail to test either the raw mat erialsu
or the final formulation before shipping §
it to the market. This is despite good
manufacturing practicesasp ibed infA
Indian law requiring mandatory testingivi
of both the raw material before it is used. .
in production and the final formulation+
before it is shipped to the market... Ing2
many of these disasters, traders respon»a
sible for supplying chemicals such ag ’
propylene glycol have either mislabelled '~
DEG as propylene glycol by mistake, or
alternatively, have adulterated propylene.i
glycol with DEG either on purpose tore->,
duce costs or by mistake due to poor qual<io
ity control measures,” the book states. ioi
This raises a broader issue about the
role of the law and the regulator, There-T,
will always be errant companies andt isvd
impossible for a regulator like CDSCO taut,
do a census. Therefore, what should be!”
done is a survey. What happens when
there is an errant company, not only forzs
cough syrups, but for other drugs too?...
“As we discovered to our utter astonish- -
ment, thi: case, which was filed 'in Derl
cember 2014, had not proceeded to trial asy:
of March 2022.” This case concerned the..
company Alfred Berg. In another case;
the chief judicial magistrate hearing thert!
case decided that it would be adequates
punishment to sentence the guilty in this;”
case, to “simple imprisonment till the ris='
Ing of the court” along with a paltry fine s
of <70,000. il
The broad point is a simple one. Espe-.
cially for something like drugs anduo
health;once someone is found guilty, thew
punishment should be punitive so thatss
there is a deterrent effect against future
malpractices. In contrast, there is a lowd1
probability of investigation and prosecu- _
tion. Once prosecuted, there is a low..
probability of conviction. Once convict:~®
ed, the punishment is hardly a deterrent.
On the other hand, the gains from mala
fide acts are high. Therefore, in that ani

face of Janus, we care little about human
lives and health. The problem arises be-
cause the other face looks towards the
global market, where anything sub-
standard and counterfeit will not suffice.99
Whether we like it or not, that is the "
truth pill, though we might find it diffi- ¢
cult to swallow. After a few deathsanda ™
few days of outrage our interest moves:
on to something else. Hls

(Views are personal)
(bibek.debroy@gou.iny
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Bill fora puppet
Election Commission

he an:lended bill on the appointment of the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) and other Election

A& Commissioners (EC), which was passed by the Ra-
jya Sa_bha, falls far short of the best standards for making
appointments to constitutional offices. Some provisions
of the bill, first introduced in August, were changed by
the government, apparently in response to criticism, but
crucialdefectsinithave notbeen rectified. It hasrestored,
foy Instance, the protocol of the CEC and the ECs on par
with that of Supreme Court judges, as against the earlier
proposal to put them on par with the Cabinet ;
Bu} the chief defect - that the CEC and ECs will be ap-
pointed solely by the government of the day and hence
will be political appointees - remains.

The government claimed that the bill was prepared
on a direction from the Supreme Court. That is only a
half-truth, and it goes against the letter and spirit of the
court’s directions. There was no procedure prescribed
in the Constitution or the earlier 1991 law for the CEC’s
appointment and thatwasaloophole that earlier regimes
may have exploited. In March this year, the Supreme
Court suggested a process where-
by the Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, and the Chief Justice of India
(CJI) would make the selection,
which would have strengthened
confidence in the appointments
and the commission’s credibility
in the eyes of the voter. But in con-
travention of this, the government
haskept the CJlout of the process,
and the selection committee will
consist of the Prime Minister, a
Union cabinet minister, and the
leader of the largest opposition
party in the Lok Sabha. Another
amendment safeguards the CEC and ECs from legal
proceedings, giving them immunity from the courts for
any action however wrong or unlawful.

Though thereisan Opposition presencein the commit-
tee, the appointments will be controlled by the govern-
ment at all stages. The Opposition leader’s involvement
will only be a formality, an eyewash. Since the govern-
ment can appoint anyone it wants and will certainly

exercise its power to the ruling party’s advantage, the
Election Commission will be a body beholden to it. The
Election Commission's independence and impartiality
are crucial for free and fair elections, which isthe heart of
arobustdemocracy. Onewaytoincrease the credibility of
the appointments to the commission would be toinclude
the CJlinthe process. Another waywould be tostipulate,
even within the current bill, that the selection has to be
unanimous so that the commission thus appointed is
acceptable to the Opposition, too. The bill, as it exists,
does not enact the idea of an apolitical and independent
Election Commission. Rather, it is a bill to make the
appointment of puppet Election Commissions the law.
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Debt and welfare

Asitseeks to fulfil poll promises, the BJp
Must keep an eye on the exchequer

ith the swearing-in of Mohan Yadav as
w the Chief Minister of Madhya Pra-

desh, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has heralded a new €ra, a shift from Shivraj Singh
Chouhan's reign of nearly 20 years. In Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan, the BJP has
chosen new leaderships. Though Mr. Chouhan
continues to command significant popularity in
the State, 3 realignment of interest groups and
leaders is now likely. The BJp's massive majority
Is largely being credited to M Chouhan who un-
dertook 165 rallies ahead of the polls. But that
strength, paradoxically, could force the new
Chief Minister 1o chart his own course. With Mr.
Yadav, an OBC leader, and his deputies - Jagdish
Devda, an sc leader, and Rajendra Shukla. 1
Brahmin leader - the BIP aims to consolidate
rainbow caste coalition in the State,
pointed exclusion of Muslims. M
nuing its tribal outreach, the
one of its first decisions INcre
ta collection rate from 83,00
4 promise it had made in its
also expects to radiate the effects of that consolj
dation to neighbouring Hind-belt Mates. In Mad-
hya Pradesh, OBCs alone form more than 50% of
the population, while s S account for about 17%
Brahmins are considered an influential commun-
ity in the State’s Vindhya region. a long-time BJp
stronghold. The Yadavs have been relatively less
enthusiastic than others to the BJP’s overtures to-
wards OBCs. Hence, Mr. Yadav's appointment is 4
new leap in the BJP's social engineering.

The new government wil] have its hands fy]]
tfrom the word 0. One of the most prominent

and effective campaign promises of the BJP was

IS
with the
canwhile, cont-
new government in
ased the Tendy pat-
)10 34,000 per bag,
manifesto. The party

month at present, and the

han, had promised to gradually raise it to $3,000.

Mr. Yadav, however, has not yet indicated his
plans on this. The BJP has als

the support prices of wheat
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THE TROUBLE WITH NUMBERS

new pandemic is spreading, re-
ports Nature—that of “extremely
productive authorship”. Some re-
searchers are publishing a paper
a week and the number of au-
thors who put out over 60 articles
per year has quadrupled in less
than a decade. The hotbeds of extreme pro-
ductivity are unexpected—they’re not the
high-technology nations, or those deeply in-
vested in data-based planning, but Thailand
and Saudi Arabia. Pakistan figures, too,
Concerns have been raised because re-
searchers who write at superhuman speed
are sometimes very, very human. They
cheat and they buy papers off academic
black markets, and simply write their
names in the space provided. This seems to
be happening a lot in Thailand, where some
researchers have admitted to buying ready-
made papers off the black market.
However, cheating probably accounts for
a very small part of the boom. And public-
ly-available general artificial intelligence

software are not to blame either;, because

the ramp-up in production volumes was ob-
served from 2016, long before ChatGPT. The
causes include increased collaboration in
research, but the underlying cause is the
‘publish or perish’ culture that has taken
over all the inky trades—academia, pub-
lishing and journalism.

If they lived in our time, Margaret Mitch-
elland Emily Bronté, who had just one clas-
sic in them, would have been press-ganged
into three-book deals. Harper Lee, who was
also aone-book wonder, has been done a dis-
service by the posthumous publication of
Go Seta Watchman.

In journalism, the annual human re-
source ‘self-assessment’, on which career
progress depends, often includes queries
about the number of stories published that
year;, which was never a criterion earlier.
It's a quantitative metric imposed on a qual-
1tative question. The story of Kamala by
Ashwinj Sarin, which appeared in the In-
dian Express in 1981 and exposed the ram-
pant trafficking of women in the Hindi
heartland, inspired Vijay Tendulkar to
write a play, Nicholas Tomalin’s 1966 story
‘The Generql Goes Zapping Charlie Cong’
seems to have inspired a scene 1n Apoca-
lypse Now. No-one asked these reporters
how much they had written in those years.
What thejr stories led to was understood to
matter much more.

During the pandemic, online preprint
servers revolutionised the manner in which
the results of scientific research are shared.

It was a necesgafy innovation when the .

world’s laboratories were rushing to devel-
Op vaccines: it had become imperative to
share the findings jnreal time because time
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spent in waiting for the formal peer review
process would cost lives. But now, the over-
whelming volume of work online seems to
be detracting from perceptions of its
reliability:

Separately, Natiove reports that 2023 has
been a record year for the retraction of aca:
demic papers. Some 10,000 were pulled back
by publishers concerned about the per-
ceived integrity of their platforms, who
started weeding out questionable papers.
Of the number; 8,000 were pulled by Hinda-
wi, a subsidiary of Wiley: which is also ter-
minating imprints. But in the meantime.
these dodgy papers have apparently been

There has been a huge surge

in academic publishing. The

blame lies on the publish-or-
perish culture. We can't appraise
everything in volumes. (an

we measure Emily Bronté's
contribution to literature by the
fact that she only wrote one novel?

TSl ol it " i g,

cited about 35,000 times. It remains to be
seen if the record of the academic disciples
can be scrubbed, but rooting out the papers
themselves is the first step.

Reasons offered for retractions include
“concerns that the peer review process has
been compromised” and “systematic ma-
nipulation of the publication and peer-re-
view process”. Earlier, some research:ers
did academic-culture-jamming by injecting
garbage into articles to highlight poor
screening processes. The garbage swept
past the gatekeepers. Now, artificial intel-
ligence could be doing the same thing In

WORDSWORTH

deadly earnestness, and the ‘hallucina-
tions’ it is prone to could be producing a
rash of irrelevant footnotes.

Al *hallucinations’ are like machine ver-
sions of Stephen Glass, the young New Re-
public journalist who fabricated stories
and, to authenticate them, also created
whole websites referring to companies and
people cited in those stories. Trumped-up
citations are among the red flags signalling
that a writer has turned to an Al for help
with the details. Glass was exposed by
Forbes, and now, academic publishers seem
to be doing a similar clean-up job. This can-
not have accounted for the origins of pub-
lishing overdrive. And there is one real rea-
son for extremely productive authorship:
the nature of scientific and technical re-
search has changed. Earlier, papers were
typically the work of a single lab at one
campus. Now, a single Nobel prize may be
awarded to dozens of researchers. Think of
the number of people who were involved in
the discovery of gravitational waves, an ex-
periment that spanned continents.

Research is more interdisciplinary than
ever before for a very good reason nature is
unaware that humans have divided the
sum of their knowledge into physics, chem-
istry, the life sciences, math and so on. A
phenomenon in a living system may be ex-
plained by chemistry, and the forces at work
In a chemical reaction may be explained by
physics. And math could play a bigger part
than the other disciplines in designing the
experiment which leads to a discovery,

Ultimately, mass publishing is just an-
other symptom of humanity appraising
life, the universe and everything in volu-
metric terms. From bad habits (“Live life
Kingsize,” said a tobacco company in more
Innocent times) to bad food (“Just say su-
persizes,” said a fast food chain) and the
powers of 10 on paychecks (now called
‘Packages’). Size matters even when the
subject is not actually amenable to quanti-
tative methods. Happiness indices try to
reduce the immeasurable to the approved
rubric of scientific analysis. Seriously, who
can say how happy we are? Even the happi-
est people may have no idea what makes
them tick. It’s best left that way, or they
could come to grief.
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